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MT. IDA NOIS?
Mt Ida was built in 1828 by Wm. Ellicott, son of Jonathan

and Sarah Ellicott and grandson of Andrew (one of the foun-
ders of Ellicott City). He resided in the home until his death
8 years later. The home was then sold to Judge John Snowden
Tyson ané his wife Rachel. He lived there until his death

c. 1878 when the property was listed as belonging to his
heirs. An only son died in a boating accident and his three
sisters - all maiden ladies - lived in the family home during
their lifetimes. One sister, Anna M. Tyson, left her share

of the estate to her sister Ida who lived to be the last sur-
vivor of the family and after whom the house was named -- Mt.
Ida. In her later years she was cared for by a second cousin,
Adelaide Snowden, widow of George Addison Hodges, Sr., who
with her six children lived at Mt. Ida until Ida Tyson's
death.

The property was then purchased in October 1930 by Mr. and
Mrs. Louis T. Clark who lived there until 1959, The house
was then sold to business interests who planned to demolish
it (the small carriage house was torn down) and build a
complex of modern office buildings on the site. The build-
ing was allowed to stand for BOome years unoccupied and van-
dalized until purchased by the Miller Land Co. and restored
as an office building for the Howard County News. The sur-

rounding land is to be developed as office buildings de-




signed to blend with the existing structure. Injunctions 'N(Tf;?
filed by neighbors who wish to prevent the additional build-

ings from being built are at present in the courts so the

grounds surrounding the building have not been finished.

The buildihg itself however is once again functioning as

a viable part of the Ellicott City community.

The architectural significance of Ellicott City is unique in
its record of an early mill town done in granite ashlar with
the strong simplicity of its Quaker creators. There is little
in its design to tie in with any of the well-~known and named
styles. It is a complete coneise expression of a local and

shortlived culture.

In the first third of the 19th century, the prosperous town
felt the impact of fashionable revivals of old forms in arch-
itecture and, as elsewhere, simplicity gave way to fashion.
On the hills above Ellicott City stand the remains of three
imposing structures, each of which was a fine example of one
of the three revivdls. The Patapsco Female Institute was good
strong Roman, almost brutal; now a ruin, it probably will re-
main so. Angelo Cottage is one of the first and most inter-
esting of the examples of a nostagic medieval revival, almost
finicky in its romance and a far cry from the granite of the
town streets. But most interesting, to a historian, is the old

house, Mount Ida.

Mount Ida is better Greek Revival than most expressions of the

style found elsewhere in the country, better than the forms




generally recognized as such in the histories. Its design is NCTf;?

a reflection of archaic aegean, symmetrical to a fault, prac-
tically devoid of ornament, strong and simple as a megaron

but curiously done in the geometrical approach of Ledoux.

Its cultural significance lies in its clear exposition of a
Quaker background, still so apparent in its form, affected
by a new desire to show both acquired worldly goods and ac-
quired knowledge of the world. Plain building with the best
of local material in order to achieve good function in the
most direct way no longer satisfied its first owner, or the
) CRANITE 445 2o STCRE COovEREN o IiTY
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i@ Robert Carey Long,jr.,was the architect who design=d

the building and,besides his work on the Patapsco Institute
building he is well know for his work in Baltimore.

The house is perhaps the most perfect instance of a surface
change in local character, done at a human scale, to be

found anywhere in the country.

During the rebuilding by the Miller Land Co. an additional
el g was created at the rear entrance to the building in
order to give access to offices in the basement. While the
remodeling of the building would not satisfy the pure res-
torationist it has been adapted quite nicely to its com-

Tur building
mercial function and most importantly-zéﬁ-still stands.




Careful architectural drawings were obtained béfore any of /ﬁﬂ«f;?

the work was done so a record is available of the original.

The small carriage house demolished in 1965 was an exact
replica of the original building though only about 20 feet
square. No drawings were done of iﬁg building though photos

existe.

Interior photos of the ornate plaster ceilings and early hard-
ware exist also. The ceiling ornamentation remains--the door
locks and hardware and marble mantels feéll viectim to the van-

dals who also destroyed the original stairway.

The front walk of Mt. Ida was originally lined by large Eng-
lish boxwood which were removed when the property was sold.
Early pictures show the boxwood and many large trees sur-
rounding the house while a placid figure (possibly Miss Ida)

rocks on the upstairs porch over the front entrance.
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8.STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE i NO’S7

Mt. Ida ranks among the three most important buildings in

Ellicott City--the B & 6 station (already in the National

Register of Historic Places) and the Patapsco Institute lead-
" ing the list. It takes first place as the town's ''fanciest'!

building despite it's pure Greek Revival lines and the Yuxhry

of its molded plaster ceéilings,,which are in stark contrast

to the unadorned Quaker lines found in most of Ellicott City's

frame and granite buildings.

It is one of the few remaining buildings built by one of the
founders of the Mills., The building was designed by Robert
Carey lLong,jr., who designed the Patapsco Female Institute

in Ellicott City and is well know for his work in Baltimore.
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strips. Un tne soutn side is a small two-story trame
wing. Tne north and south walls contain two chimneys
each. Two windows between tihe cihimrneys of the second

floor, nortn facade, light the two bedrooms on that side.
A central hall passed entirely thoujh the building
unobstructed. To the north arc two varlors connected

by huge double doors and eacih lighted by only one three-
part window extending to the tloor, with nine over

nine shas in the widdle and three over three sash on
cach side.
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The following commentary by lan C. ilacCallum, Architect,
was prepared for the Historic American Buildings Survey,
National Park Service, 1964,

MOUNT IDA
Eliicott City, liaryland

The architectural significance of Ellicott City is unique in
its- record of an early mill town done in granite ashlar with
the strong simplicity of its Quaker creators. There is little
in its design to tie in with any of the well-known and named
styles, It. is a complete consise expression of a local and
shortlived culture.

in the first third of the 19th century, the prosperous town
felt the impact of fashionable revivals of old forms in
architecture and, as clsewhere, simplicity gave way to fashion,
On the hills above Ellicott City stand the remains of three
imposing structures, each of which was a fine example of one

of the three revivals., The Patapsco Female Institute was good
strong Roman, almost brutal; now a ruin, it probably will remain
so. Angelo Cottage is one of the first and most interesting

of the examples of a nostagiec medieval revival, almost finicky
in its romance and a far cry from the granite of the town
strects; it is probably beyond restoration., But most interest-
ing, to a historian, is the old house, liount lda,

Mount lda is better Greek Revival than most expressions of the
style found elsewhere in the country, better than the forms
general ly recognized as such in the histories. Its fault,
practically devoid of ornament, strong and simple as a megaton
but curiously done in the geometrical approach of Ledoux.

Its cultural significance lies in its clear exposition of a

Quaker background, still so apparent in its form, affected
by a new dcsire to show both acquired wordly goods and acquired
knowledge of the world. Its very name has a i:cker sound, a

most pcgan meaning. Plain building with the pest of local
material in order to achieve good function in the most direct
way no longer satisfied its first owner, or the town, by in-
ference., Not able to discard basic simplicity for fashion,
completely, he built into HMount lda that same simplicity--and
then stuccoed the granite, marked off the stucco to simulate
dressed stonc coursing, placed pilasters at its corners and a
most restrained bit of vinc ornament, almost with 2 feeling of
mixed audacity and guilt, on its hall‘%?iling.
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MOUNT DA Page 2

The house is perhaps the most pcrfect instance of a surface
change in local character, done at a human scale, to be found

anywhere in the country. It is in excellent structural con=
dition, having bcen occupizd os a residerntce until very re-
centiy. Its complete and Faithvui restoration could be accom-

plished easily and incxpensively.
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GENEFALHOTES
Mt lda o b 0n 1978 b, Vi Ellinait Jhe araed-se, ~f
Andrew Ellicott cne i ihrae brodhere whe e ded b firad
mibs on o bhe Putagsia Bosee 16 milee vim-§ . @
The  de v Mt oda uinen fiakh hil st Abecsm Wy o0 o
rolls and bae crmgecad reote o the rewly rcunde 3 F oy,
more and Dhio Rauirss | aver bk Fetey LonLer
hictoric Yrip unth tha conurte gt ey t
Elly o mpe City n (830,
The toiider tin-, eossibly Tharles Timanus who «nid the v tr
o Bl Cett ein g e bos 44 meag v Howaed “onrty Courthange
in He CGreek Fey.on: stule e 4y,
The design or Mt lda | o Tevere unornamaented CGreek
evivol reminescent of Ledoux ard expressive ~t the
fllicod s Quakes bocquound. The house wis bult of
nvay aranite Quarrie Al fearby  unt, brosa © casters and
spardrel. Al bLub the - ot Arante. base wns <dtuccoed and
painted with yellow ochee panels outlined with white
Calumns, rilasters, and spondrel. Tiles founed in the athie
sudqest +that the oriqinel roof was local black «late.
The anlervier 1o oy e aned v the facr.om o+ b e time,
The only arnament 1= v, +he PARZLORS, HALL and DINING
LOOM where onl a mast rectranivd b+ oot sine relie &
1 used in the f‘—_n‘f.n-) rocettes and a simple leat AeLiqn n
the cornar Lincks ~ the flobed door Fnémqs.
A lithogreph -dated IBS54 showed Mt Ida auc the residence ot
the Hon Jshn Srowden Tysen without the frome WING ond
with wander baivstrades around the portica renf and the
tlat top of the mown roof A stucco wall wau abhaum along
th- hedqga line behind +he Y.ouse, and the DEPENDAMNC ¢
wnas showr, with a cupela. A Photoqrah token immed) -
::+el\‘ after the death of Miss ldao Tyson,in 1919, the last
member of that ;om.|~1 to occupy the house, showed +he
WING additien and balustrades, It « reporte.d zocc“% that
the BATHEOOMS and chimney \n the DEPE NDANCY were
ndded by Lo Clark, S, e present asphait <hingle
revst veplacea ao =tanding-saam matal toat n 1954
when the chimney tops waere lowered 4w balow renf line.
The house remainad in the Clor k. fomnh’ until 1964, As of
this dote, June 1965, the house 15 4o be demoiished ta
make woy for new cons+tr vetion.
In these drowmqs modern additions such as qlass storm
doors and wincdows, the frome additian af the VITCHEN
dear, plumbing other +han fixtore ‘o:e*hcns,.‘i’:.,hove
not been shown for showing the clority of the design.
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